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4-H Family News

HAPPY FEBRUARY! 
I hope everyone has been having a great winter thus far and getting back 
into the swing of things with your 4-H clubs! 

We are moving full speed ahead with both county and state 
programming. February is a busy month for state event registrations with 
many deadlines quickly approaching. Check out pages 5-10 and take 
advantage of these opportunities. Keep in mind 4-H council offers 
scholarships to help offset the cost of attendance at events (application 
link on page 3). 

I hope to see many of our leaders at the 4-H Leader Meet later this 
month (details on page 2). There is also a 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series 
starting in February (details on page 10) to provide additional support to 
our leaders. 

Make sure to save the date for our “alternative spring break” program 
(box below) and plan to join us for some fun while you’re off school. 

As always, give us a holler at the office if you need anything!

All the best, 
Stacey Woggon
4-H Program Coordinator 

SAVE THE DATE FOR “ALTERNATIVE SPRING BREAK”

Not going anywhere for spring break? Don’t worry, Gratiot County 4-H 
has you covered! We will be hosting classes and activities all week 
long. Stay tuned for the full schedule including a STEM challenge, 

animal shelter tour, arts & crafts, and more!

(989) 875 – 5233
woggonst@msu.edu

https://www.canr.msu.edu/gratiot/grati
ot_county_4_h/

March 27 – March 31, 2023 
Schedule and registration coming soon!
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COUNTY CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
GCFFY Fair Entry Opens …………..………………….…………..………..Feb. 1, 2023, Online

Horse Developmental Committee Meeting …………………….…Feb. 1, 2023 @ 7pm, Zoom

GCFFY Fair Board Meeting …………………...………………Feb. 2, 2023 @ 6pm, Fair Office

GCFFY Market Beef Registration Deadline .....................................Feb. 15, 2023, Fair Entry

4-H Leader Meet……………………………………………………Feb. 25, 2023, MSU Campus

4-H Council Meeting..................................................Feb. 27, 2023 @ 7pm, Extension Office
GCFFY UPDATES

While the GCFFY is not a 
MSU Extension/4-H 

sponsored event, this 
information is of interest to 

many in our 4-H 
community. Please contact 

the GCFFY directly at 
info@gcffy.org or 989-466-

5071 for any fair related 
questions. 

• Fair Entry will open for 
registration on Feb. 1

• Record books and the 
fair book will be finished 
and uploaded to the 
GCFFY website around 
the middle of February. 

• Market beef registration 
deadline is Feb. 15. 

• Beef ear tags are 
available at both the 
Fair Office and the MSU 
Extension Office for $3 
a piece. 

JOIN US FOR THE 4-H LEADER MEET ON FEB. 25!
We will be diving into some of the 

curriculum available through Extension 
and best practices for re-engagement. 

The leader meet is open to all Gold 
Volunteers and teen leaders. 4-H Council 
is covering the cost for all Gratiot County 
4-H participants. Please select “pay by 
check” when you register, and we’ll put 
the council funds through on the back 

end. You do not need to prepay by credit 
card. Register here: 

https://events.anr.msu.edu/Michigan_4h_l
eader_meet/

Save the date!
Gratiot County 4-H Cloverbud Day 

July 25, 2023 @ GCFFY Fairgrounds

mailto:info@gcffy.org
https://events.anr.msu.edu/Michigan_4h_leader_meet/?fbclid=IwAR17NvNanrhkMaKN8ol5NGkhDB687_V-_eiRefPXnFXDu61w3thi8ucTtJM


WELCOME… CLUB UPDATES
• Gratiot County Livestock 4-H Club had their first meeting on January 

14th. This new club will focus on livestock judging and preparing youth 
for livestock related contests. Interested in joining? Contact leader 
Angie Lake at ajlake09@yahoo.com

• Somethin’ Special 4-H Club made tie blankets at their January meeting 
and donated them to the Child Advocacy Center. Great job using your 
hands to help others in our community! (pictured below)

• Critters & Crafts 4-H Club held a demonstration on canning during their 
January meeting. 

• Several Gratiot County 4-H members attended the State 4-H Rabbit & 
Cavy Show on January 28th. Lots of great placings and fun was had. 
Congratulations to all the participants!

Did you know the Gratiot County 4-
H Council provides scholarships to 

help offset the cost of attending 
events? Gratiot County 4-H 

members can receive 50% up to 
$250 for a county or state event 

and 50% up to $500 for a national 
event. Scholarship application 

forms can be downloaded on our 
website: 

https://www.canr.msu.edu/gratiot/up
loads/files/scholarship%20applicati

on%202023.pdf

Scholarships 
Available

COUNTY 4-H NEWS

Do you have club updates, event photos, or other information to share in 
our newsletters? Please email submissions to woggonst@msu.edu

mailto:ajlake09@yahoo.com
https://www.canr.msu.edu/gratiot/uploads/files/scholarship%20application%202023.pdf
mailto:woggonst@msu.edu


STATEWIDE CALENDAR OF EVENTS
February 14: Wild Spartans Series – Black River Lake Sturgeon Facility, Management of a 
Threatened Species
Online
Meet Doug Larson, research assistant at the Black River Sturgeon Facility. Learn about his field 
work, and the education and career path he followed to get there.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-february-2023

February 25: 4-H Leader Meet
MSU Campus, East Lansing
Enjoy a variety of fun and interactive sessions, informative presentations, and useful tips 
for meetings. Open to adult and teen leaders in Ionia, Montcalm, Gratiot, Clinton, Eaton and Ingham. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-leader-meet-2023

February 28: Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar – Building the Value of Your 4-H Club 
Online
A webinar series that will provide Michigan 4-H volunteers with a variety of learning opportunities to 
help them grow as a volunteer and support Michigan 4-H’ers. 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-building-the-value-of-your-4-h-
club-7pm

March 3-5: Michigan 4-H Dairy Conference
Ralph A. MacMullan Center, Roscommon
This weekend workshop will focus on all things dairy cattle nutrition. MSU and MSU Extension 
faculty, industry partners, and MSU students will lead educational sessions. Open to MSU Extension 
Gold Volunteers and 4-H youth (ages 12-19). Register by Feb.8.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-dairy-conference

March 4: 2023 Michigan 4-H Livestock Workshop
MSU Campus, East Lansing
This one-day workshop is designed for 4-H teens ages 12-19 and adult volunteers in the beef, 
sheep, goat and swine project areas.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-livestock-workshop

March 4: 4-H Shooting Sports Instructor Certification Workshop
Ralph A. MacMullan Center, Roscommon
Interested in leading shooting sports with a 4-H club? Become a certified instructor at this one-day, 
hybrid workshop! Register by Feb. 15.
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-certification-workshop-ram

4-H Day at the 
Breslin & 4-H 

Alumni Tip-Off 
Reception

Make plans for a fun day in 
East Lansing on February 
12! Join with other members 
of the 4-H community for 4-
H Day at the Breslin and 
cheer on the MSU Women’s 
Basketball game as they 
take on Penn State.

Attendees will also enjoy 4-
H games and activities 
around the concourse. 
Tickets are free to 4-H youth 
and their families as well as 
4-H volunteers and their 
families. Learn more at
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4
-h-day-at-the-breslin

4-H alumni can also take 
part in a special pre-game 
event: the 4-H Alumni Tip-
Off Reception. Enjoy 
networking and fun with 
other 4-H alumni before the 
game. Learn more at 
www.canr.msu.edu/events/4
-h-alumni-tip-off-reception

https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/wild-spartans-series-february-2023
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-leader-meet-2023
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series-building-the-value-of-your-4-h-club-7pm
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-dairy-conference
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/michigan-4-h-livestock-workshop
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-shooting-sports-instructor-certification-workshop-ram
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-day-at-the-breslin
http://www.canr.msu.edu/events/4-h-alumni-tip-off-reception


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

Plan to attend the Michigan 4-H 
Dog Program Learning Workshop! 

Become a 4-H Puppy Raiser with 
Leader Dogs for the Blind!

Do you want to participate in the 4-H Dog Project 
area but need a canine companion? Please consider 
becoming a 4-H Puppy Raiser with Leader Dogs for 
the Blind. We are hosting a new "Partnership Kick-Off 
Event" to provide more information on how to engage 
with this project. The event will be held on February 
23 at the Leader Dog Campus in Rochester Hills. 
This event is in-person and we will also provide virtual 
availability for participation. The event is FREE. 
Please use the link below to register. 

https://events.anr.msu.edu/LeaderDogFeb23/

Registration is now open for the first statewide canine 
workshop of the year! This is an all-day workshop for youth 
and adult participants on Saturday, February 25, 2023 at 
the Isabella County Commission on Aging in Mt. Pleasant. 
Each youth and adult will participate in all four sessions with 
lunch included. We will have a participant bag and door 
prizes. Registration is limited so sign up early at 
https://events.anr.msu.edu/LearningWorkshop2023/. For 
additional questions, please contact Kristi Schreiber at 
schrei61@msu.edu. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fevents.anr.msu.edu%2FLeaderDogFeb23%2F%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3sk6L9y635C_zQathM6BmzWoERLBPg0cKQ6UlsIwqL8e4AqJWezpmEMtU&h=AT1O_3pN-SOjco4fjqF_Z6Xr7RfRgzCpSx3wJbeRwvrbUPbBMt0CjDQ6jRPukZU3I8o0j4WiMVIBCV5rJn4-KK4isy-SiWzbWBSDFTi-sXTUSOGlnKqUNVZYly9IMN63NYRf&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT1LbGWfT9IeBBN_KfkWx0IxKs6Dw-m3fC2toecQvAE5qthpdNogZo13DtvbqBC19u2xTma9rtbWyYTsMxCvnufoA8KhRO1wwdP-G8j5UMYCxaQldB7WWr06U5PfemToIxFapnCzSYUiZRk0pF78balVQm7xnLugU4U_7n7VUu8wm3Timzoku9XiuhCjayu75siMC12lwt6-PWSLo3Th-N83VqXL5z0LmiRaJA
https://events.anr.msu.edu/LearningWorkshop2023/?fbclid=IwAR2z3IHSeJU0zBa2Lb687XyaZK9QGrctsyfni0-Pf-xazXOIBhV1bCdyDtQ
mailto:schrei61@msu.edu


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

Learn about dairy cattle nutrition 
and related careers at the Michigan 
4-H Dairy Conference!

Test your knowledge of animal 
science and livestock management 
practices at the 2023 Skillathon! 

Registration is now open for the 3rd Annual 
Skillathon! Every March, Michigan 4-H hosts the most 
comprehensive test of livestock and traditional farm 
animals in the nation. This is an annual competition 
that tests both youth and adult competitors’ 
knowledge of market livestock, animal science, and 
management practices in 10 separate categories. 
Qualifier dates are March 4 and 11, 2023. The 
Skillathon is open to Michigan youth (8-19 years old 
as of Jan. 1, 2023) and adults. For more information 
and registration links, please visit 
http://www.canr.msu.edu/otsego/4-h/2023-Skillathon

Registration is now open for the 2023 Michigan 4-H Dairy 
Conference! The event is March 3-5 at the Ralph A. 
MacMullan Conference Center in Roscommon. It is open to 
4-H youth ages 12-19 and active Gold Volunteers; cost is 
$130/person. Educational sessions lead by MSU faculty 
and students, MSU Extension professionals, and industry 
partners will focus on dairy cattle nutrition and related 
careers. Schedule and registration can be found here: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/.../2023-michigan-4-h-dairy...
Gratiot County 4-H has scholarships available to offset the 
cost of attendance at this event. 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.canr.msu.edu%2Fotsego%2F4-h%2F2023-Skillathon%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR3eKpA4OFNVrF6Hpb1dMsfCP3r_sJmdk0Q5kFgID9DUNM5rzXeBbH7F8lk&h=AT0TzH1ocYaUHgBjNX2nR_2xPQsZh2blI8M_OKQYCgVs_L6p3E4AmZf94PEAPBhgNMlApKKAnvLl7h6nqi-wO9MaawUPJ3nSkm2M_7R6ZFPgbIpk4gmmfXShzEAbhdHzcHWW&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT3VjYNg1aEFXm4hgQaKGnCJzjZaeneeYo1trZnuLyaMsLDwcq89LZnzv6VJQAcwmOVbVF1m_3uK_h6aZSp5bZKq9JmqYUHKWeOduPStcB5fcS3T5zTZgtDtyy4pCJxMFocWlhI-LvGS-T98pPZR7iqCuJxVg4D5zqbvIZhENP-OrmXCF35q6NjW4eWvHMKQMiT_sqB7DssO_zqwPe87q18HEL7G3juRDRXdGw
https://www.canr.msu.edu/events/2023-michigan-4-h-dairy-conference?fbclid=IwAR3UAgYgHlAJSbbaHqwpShVWV6eMFcvriLf-ZbZ2eWzn35TpmG-2Gnh9irw


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Join us for the 2023 Michigan 4-H 
Livestock Workshop!
This one-day workshop will take place on Saturday, 
March 4th on MSU’s main campus in East Lansing. It is 
designed for 4-H youth ages 12-19 (as of January 1, 
2023) and Active Gold MSU Extension volunteers in beef, 
sheep, goats, and swine project areas. Youth will learn 
about different aspects of their livestock projects 
throughout a variety of breakout sessions, including intro 
to your species project, animal and carcass evaluation, 
marketing your livestock project, animal anatomy, 
reproduction, nutrition, and more! Registration will cost 
$30, which includes lunch and a t-shirt. Full details and a 
link to register can be found here: 
https://www.canr.msu.edu/.../michigan-4-h-livestock-
workshop

Head to Gaylord for the Michigan 
Youth Livestock Conference! 

Michigan Junior Livestock Society has joined Michigan 4-H 
for an exciting educational opportunity! The Michigan Youth 
Livestock Conference is set to happen March 11, 2023 at 
the Gaylord University Center. The Conference will provide 
new opportunities to Michigan youth who are interested in 
raising, exhibiting, producing, or showing livestock. This 
event is open to all youth and is geared towards those ages 
9-19. Registration is through 4-H Online and will close 
February 20th. Space is limited. Questions can be directed 
to Michelle at eaglingm@msu.edu or Kimberly at 
Kimberly.roestel@gmail.com

Save the Dates for Other Upcoming Livestock Events:

Michigan Beef Expo – April 1-3
Gratiot County Youth Swine Day – April 29
Michigan 4-H State Goat Show – June 17

Michigan 4-H/FFA Livestock Judging Contest– July 12
Michigan Livestock Expo – July 13-15  

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.canr.msu.edu%2Fevents%2Fmichigan-4-h-livestock-workshop%3Ffbclid%3DIwAR2ryu_2JY9uVDfN65XvEi87GZ0-Qygz1ov2_J7ODUqJnAxfC214eEKptdE&h=AT2dSGCJss4etCCkY1viuBpwIXsLJ6XP8cAn6eYZWbDqDrQ1eJpa_abbVhC-OW5OHMjAYQa0XkWCwvJdWV7ZE8UxnwLBtxv6qz6PZvGOKYpFsMdOZOAEtHSvCX8qYcMVHkRO&__tn__=-UK-R&c%5b0%5d=AT01tJ7ea2do0aD99U5oY0aG-QigodIBDuAZ4Ub3_-rIMxMA-JmcaX6EteWnVMB4tT7_9ij-iPZkwaqitKW2h8syO0vld48Od81984yWCBNpStuPru3YNYCRdm4NAVnH7m4OqhPwUFK6e5LTOT953ZZZ68nwLNkI3mBu0ZWLYsUqVTBwxufd0pGcxVc_hNVbEd0lzsZZDXJavbU_sOTCZ024Ri1HT57zkRYiPA


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Register today for Michigan 4-H Capitol 
Experience!
At Michigan 4-H Capitol Experience, teens learn how to change the 
world for the better through engagement in Michigan’s state 
government and public policy process. The 4-H Capitol Experience 
program, scheduled for March 12-14, in Lansing, has been 
described by past participants as “amazing”, “life-changing”, and “an 
opportunity unlike any other”.

The three-day event, open to high-school-aged youth, includes tours 
of the Michigan Capitol, interactions with state legislators, meetings

Attendees will have the opportunity to share their ideas related to global food security with experts and other Michigan 
youth while learning how university faculty and staff members, researchers and students are working to address world 
hunger.

To participate, youth should be in grades 7-12 and register by the March 15 deadline. As part of the registration 
process, youth are required to prepare a two- to five-page research paper about a developing country and one of 20 
key factors that affect food security. At the event, youth present and discuss their papers with other attendees and 
research and industry experts. They also participate in interactive activities related to global food challenges and 
engage with area experts to discuss solutions to global hunger and poverty.

The top performing students at the WFP MIYI will be selected to attend the World Food Prize Global Youth Institute in 
Des Moines, Iowa, in October. For more information, visit https://www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/. Registrations and papers 
are due March 15.

with state agency staff, lobbyists and state-level experts and learning how policy is made. During the program, youth 
work in small teams to draft legislation on agriculture, civil rights, education, energy, environment and natural resources, 
health or law enforcement and corrections. 

The cost to register in 2023 is $365, which includes meals, material fees and lodging at the Radisson Hotel in 
downtown Lansing. Please contact your local 4-H program coordinator to inquire about local funding opportunities. 
Scholarships may also be available through your local Farm Bureau office.

Registration is open until February 13. To find out more, visit https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/.

World Food Prize Michigan Youth Institute 
registrations due March 15!

As millions across the globe deal with food insecurity, the World Food Prize 
Michigan Youth Institute (WFP MIYI) offers young people an opportunity to 
be part of the solution. Held May 11 in East Lansing, or by participating 
from anywhere else using Zoom video/web conference technology, the 
event seeks to inspire and prepare the next generation of global leaders to 
end world hunger.

https://www.canr.msu.edu/wfpmiyi/
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4_h_capitol_experience/


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS
Check out the new 
Rainbow Spartans Series!

Spark your imagination 
and passion at Ignite by 4-H!
Ignite by 4-H is an inclusive high-school-aged teen event 
held in Washington, DC, for four days of inspiring and 
engaging speakers, workshop sessions, entertainment 
and creating amazing connections. Explore the best 4-H 
offers in STEM, Agriscience, Healthy Living and 
Emotional Well-Being on March 9-12, 2023. Discover 
exciting career paths and create an actionable plan to 
help create real change in your community. It's an 
experience you won't want to miss. Registration closes 
February 10th — Reserve your spot today! More info 
at https://4-h.org/parents/ignite-by-4-h/

Learn more about supporting 4-Her’s through 
the Michigan 4-H Volunteer Webinar Series!

The webinar series will provide Michigan 4-H volunteers with a variety of learning opportunities to help them grow as a 
volunteer and support Michigan 4-H youth. There will be a minimum of 6 topics offered throughout the year, with each topic 
offered twice as a daytime and evening option. Everyone who attends at least four of the webinars in person will receive a 
certificate at the end of the series. The first session “Building the Value of Your 4-H Club” will be held on February 28, 2023.
Check out the full line-up and register at https://www.canr.msu.edu/volunteering/mi-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series

Join MI 4-H staff, youth members, volunteers, and community 
partners as we meet individuals and organizations in the 
LGBTQIA+ community in the Rainbow Spartans Series! Youth and 
their families will learn about the LGBTQIA+ community, support 
networks available, and more during these monthly 
sessions. Sessions last approximately 1 hour and will feature 1 
guest speaker or organization. Following the presentations, youth 
participants will be encouraged to ask questions to learn more 
through a live Q&A with the presenter. Suggested audience age is 
12-19 years. Viewers may watch together with their family if 
comfortable doing so. This series is open to non-4-H youth and is 
free of charge. Monthly sessions will be held on the 1st 
Wednesday of the month at 6:30 p.m. ET through December. For 
more information, check out the Rainbow Spartan Series 
website: https://www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-hwrh/rainbow-spartans

https://4-h.org/parents/ignite-by-4-h/?fbclid=IwAR3LxXvJrTak9pjudJBFgqbX4FPoz3eAMOX_cOBePrID7tTg86hoBNxRUes
https://www.canr.msu.edu/volunteering/mi-4-h-volunteer-webinar-series
https://www.canr.msu.edu/4-h-hwrh/rainbow-spartans


STATEWIDE 4-H NEWS

Michigan 4-H will be having 12 Japanese youth and one Chaperone available in 2023 for interested families possibly opening 
their home and hearts by hosting! A host family needs to complete the States’ 4-H International Exchange Programs online 
application, have a youth to match as a host brother/sister (be within 4 years of age), adults be Michigan 4-H adult Gold 
Volunteers, participate in an interview and home visit process. Applications to host can be found at www.states4hexchange.org

Check out the Michigan 4-H International Exchange Programs Facebook page https://www.facebook.com/Michigan-4-H-
International-Exchange-Programs-164923776970132 and the States 4-H International Exchange Programs Facebook page 
https://www.facebook.com/states4hexchange to keep up to date on all the wonderful opportunities available. Please feel free to 
contact Michigan 4-H International Exchange Programs Coordinator Jan Brinn brinn@msu.edu or Co-Coordinator John Wurm 
wurmj@msu.edu with any questions. 

Host a Japanese Youth in Summer 2023 through States’ 4-H International!

http://www.states4hexchange.org/
https://www.facebook.com/Michigan-4-H-International-Exchange-Programs-164923776970132
https://www.facebook.com/states4hexchange
mailto:brinn@msu.edu
mailto:wurmj@msu.edu
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